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® (ontinue to pray! February 9-10, 2008
® (ontinue to respectfully communicate to Bishop Kmiec your support for St. Mary

® (ontinue to support the efforts of the Strategic Planning Committee

Continue to be the loving , hospitable people you have always been!

Appeal Process Underway

With the issuance of the official decree from Bishop Kmiec ordering the closing of
St. Mary’s Parish, our appeal process has officially begun. Our canon lawyer, Philip Gray, will
formally notify the Bishop of our appeal to reverse his decision. The Bishop is allowed thirty
days to answer the appeal. If his reply remains unfavorable, the appeal will then continue to
the Vatican for resolution.

Throughout these past several months, your loyalty and dedication have been con-
stant sources of energy and inspiration to the Strategic Planning Committee. Mr. Gray has
also been inspired by what he terms the greatest response he has encountered in similar situa-
tions. Your strength of purpose is testimony to the great love you hold for your parish.

As you know, we have also retained the services of a civil attorney, George Muscato,
to pursue a civil action to protect our rights to the property and assets of St. Mary’s and to
prevent their sale during the appeal process.

The generosity you have shown has enabled us to remain current in our payment of
attorney’s fees. The additional expense of the pending civil action requires the procurement
of additional funds to continue our efforts to “Save St. Mary!” The Strategic Planning Com-
mittee is planning a fundraiser , but in the meantime, any donation you feel comfortable mak-
ing will greatly assist us in our efforts. Please remember that your donations are tax deducti-
ble and can be made payable to “St. Mary’s Appeal, Inc.” and mailed to the church or
dropped in the collection basket.

The addition of so many new families to our family has blessed us in many ways -
not the least of which is the blessing of worshipping with new friends who also recognize the
welcoming and loving qualities of our parish. The presence of our new parishioners is a wit-
ness to God’s grace, even in the most difficult of times.

Did You Know?
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